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Upland cotton ginned prior to September 1 this season averaged higher in grade but show- 
ed the same average staple length as a year earlier. Average grade index (grade 31=100) 
was 94.8 compared with 92.5 a year ago. Grades 31 and higher made up over 30 percent of 
ginnings through August 31 against 14 percent last year. Grade 41, the predominant grade 
both years, accounted for 37 percent of ginnings this year compared with 49 percent a 
year earlier. Average staple length of upland cotton ginned prior to September 1 was 
33.2 thirty-seconds inches, the same as a year earlier. Staples 34 and 35 accounted for 
almost 46 percent of ginnings this year compared to about 41 percent a year ago. Staple 
34 was the predominant length in ginnings through August 31 this season at 43 percent, 
and staple 33 was second at 39 percent. A year earlier, staple 33 was predominant at a- 
bout 40 percent, followed by staple 34 at 36 percent. Average mike of ginnings through 
August 31 was 43 compared with 44 a year earlier. Average strength was 84,100 pounds per 
square inch against 81,400 through the same period last season. The bulk of ginnings 
prior to September 1 was Texas cotton. ’ 


White grades 31 and higher made up over 30 percent of upland ginnings prior to September 
1 this season. This was the largest proportion of any crop in these higher grades since 
1963. Last season, 14 percent of ginnings prior to September 1 were grades 31 and high- 
er. Grade 31, alone, accounted for 29 percent of early ginnings this season. This was 
the largest proportion of grade 31 in early ginnings since the crop of 1962 and compares 
with 14 percent last year and seven percent two years earlier. Grade 41 made up 37 per- 
cent of ginnings this season compared with 49 percent and 38 percent through the same 
period in 1976 and 1975, respectively. The proportion of ginnings in all White grades 
was 86 percent against 79 percent a year earlier and 70 percent two years ago. Light 
Spotted grades made up 13 percent of ginnings through August 31 against 19 percent a year 
earlier. 


Cotton stapling 33 and shorter comprised 54 percent of upland cotton ginnings prior to 
September 1. This compares with 59 percent a year earlier and 43 percent in 1975. Staple 
34 made up the largest percentage of any of the lengths at 43 percent, compared with 36 
percent through the same period last year. This season's early period ginnings contained 
three percent staple 35, against five percent in 1976. Those staples which were 36 or 
longer accounted for less than one percent of the ginnings, the same amount as last year. 
The average staple was 33.2 inches, also unchanged from the same period last year. 


Cotton ginned prior to September 1 this season totaled 694,200 running bales, according 
to the Bureau of the Census. This was up significantly from 373,100 in 1976, and was 
the largest total ginnings for this period since 1965. 


Table 1. Specified measures of quality for upland ginnings 1/ 


h h 
August 1-31 Season throug 


Item ss August 31 
a 1976 : 1977 a 1976 : 1977 
Grade index (Mid. White=100) 92.4 94.8 o275 94.8 
Average staple, 32nd. inch 33.02 Siz oo ae 33.2 
Rough preparation, percent * * * x 
Tenderable, percent 2/ De. Food S250 723 
Average mike reading 4.3 4.2 4.4 4.3 


Average fiber strength (Mpsi) 81.2 86.0 81.4 84.1 


1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 
2/  Tenderable for grade, staple and mike in settlement of futures contracts. 


* Less than 0.05 percent. 
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Table 2. Upland cotton ginned in the United States, by grade 7 





Gras August 1-31 






Season through August 31 


1977 1976 





Bales Bales Percent Percent Bales Bales Percent Percent 
White Se oer ae 
GM. (11). - Ee = = - = a : 
S.M. (21) 823 5,500 0.3 0.9. 823 5, 706 0.2 0.8 
M.+ (30) 61 351 * On 61 351 * Onl 
Mibe (31) 46 ,084 182,691 WAL 30.0 51,462 203,948 * -°"*13.8 29.4 
S.L.M.+ (40) 6,892 56,100 2 9.2 7,896 633727 el 9.2 
S.L.M: (43°)? * 91529555 211,819 46.9 34.8 184,100 253,714 49.4 BOn5 
L.M.+ (50) 3,627 13 ,846 Tt 2ea 4,366 16,165 ee ero 
L.M. (51) 39,311 42 ,879 Len eG ‘41,632 47,903 12 6.9 
S.G.0.+ (60) 100 392 * O..1 LOG etait 478 * OL 
S.G.0. (61) 3,985 3,794 oe 0.6 4,619 4,000 ine 0.6 
G.O.+ (70) = = x z = 5 z 
G.0. (71) 347 381 | £031 Ona 347 381 Ors] 0.1 
Light Spotted 
G.M. (12) 2 - oo ace = : = a 
S.M. (22) 63 614 * 0.1 63 743 * Gol 
M. (32) 14,473 31,746 4.4 Sis 14,975 33 ,807 4.0 4.9 
S.L.M. (42) 42 71S 43 ,204 13.1 Fel 47,291 46 ,837 a2 6.7 
L.M. (52) 8,017 8,589 eeo 1.4 8 ,387 9,027 ane 3 
Spotted 
G.M. (13) - - = = - - . _ 
S.M. (23) ae 15 41 * * 15 118 * * 
M. (33) 668 897 One Ons 668 1,026 Or2es Cal 
S.i.M. (43) 3,826 2,990 ave 0.5 3,958 © 3,119 Tet 0.4 
psy: (53) 1,441 938 0.4 0.2 1,494 1,067 0.4 0.2 
Tinged 2/ (24-54) 39 "is 36 * * 39 36 * * 
Stained 2/ (25-35) - - - etre oe were - - 
Light Gray 
G.M. (16) - - Bh - - - - - 
S.M. (26) 9 474. * 0.1 9 474 * 0.1 
M. (36) 216 588 Onl Onl 216 614 Ort ‘0.1 
Sole Me (46) 56 - 258 “ “ * 56 284 * oe 
Gray 
G.M. Cie) = = = - - - - - 
S.Meae (27) - 21 . * = an 2 * 
M. (37) 9 21 * 9 21 * 
S.L.M. (47) 9 41 * * 9 41 + * 
Below Grade 3/ 506 572 0.2 Oa 506 701 Ont On] 


All grades S207 2 Ole OUS WS 100 .O 100 .O SVontLoU 694 ,249 100 .O 100 .O 


l/ Data for current season are preliminary. : 

2/ Includes all grades. 

By Bales that are lower in grade than the lowest official standard for the corresponding color group. 
2 Less than 0.05 percent. 
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Table 3. Upland cotton ginned in the United States, by staple 1/ 











August 1-31 Season through August 31 


Staple 


1976 

Bales Bales Percent Percent Bales Bales Percent Percent 

26 and shorter - es - - = s = = 
28 - 82 - * - 82 - * 
29 9 1,774. * 0.3 9 1,774 * O}Gs' 
30 701 57 SO! One ere 701 5530.1 On2 Zee 
Su Seve 29,827 A oe) 4.9 8,681. 30 ,239 Zee 4.4 
SZ 62,708 507,872 19.2 8.4 64,256 59 ,633 jie 8.6 
33 126 ,097 220,081 38.8 BO ec 146 ,948 267,079 39.5 Seo 
34 108 ,492 27251083 333 44.6 132,630 300 ,341 35.5 43.1 
SS 18 ,852 18 ,262 5.8 SiO 19 ,406 19 ,318 ise Ceo 
36 470 422 Oyen! Orel 470 422 On Om 
Si - = = - - - - - 
38 - - - ~ - = = za 
39 - - - - - = = = 
40 and longer - | - - - - = = = 
‘All staples 325,907 608 , 783 100 .O 100.0 S73 E10) 694,249 100.0 100.0 





1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 
* Less than 0.05 percent. 


Table 4. Percentage of ginnings reduced in grade, by specified causes, 
prior to September 1, 1977 with 1976 comparisons, by states 1 


Grade reductions 





Texas 4.1 Sire BO) ee - * Ae 4.4 
Other - RSS. ~ - ~ = - a 
United States 4.1 See 8 .6 ee - * J 27 4.4 





1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 
* Less than 0.05 percent. 
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